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    A cellular tower disguised to look like an elm tree is 
planned for property near the University of Missouri's 
football stadium that might later be the site of a small 
apartment complex.
The Columbia Planning and Zoning Commission gave 
unanimous approval last night to a rezoning request, a 
development plan and a final plat that will allow for the 
construction of as many as 24 apartments contained within two buildings and a cell 
tower disguised as a tree on Providence Road southwest of the University of Missouri 
campus.
Phebe LaMar, an attorney representing Greg and Misti Post, the applicants for the 
rezoning request, said the tower will help to improve cellular phone service near 
Memorial Stadium, which is particularly poor during MU football game days.
"This is a very real need right now," LaMar said.
Pat Zenner, the city's development manager, said the tower would be the first of its kind 
in Columbia.
Greg Yocom, an engineer with the St. Louis-based St. Charles Tower, said the trunk of 
the 100-foot "stealth" cell tower will have a steel core and will be wrapped with a 
synthetic material. It would be able to support cell signals for five carriers.
 
    The rezoning request pertains to a 2.5-acre tract of land on the west side of 
Providence between it and an outer road also known as Old Route K and changes the 
applicant's statement of intent for the land. The land had been rezoned from an 
agricultural to a planned office district in 2005, but no new construction occurred at the 
site after the rezoning. There is little development on the property now other than an 
existing duplex.
Zenner said the applicants have not submitted plans to construct buildings on the site. 
To do so, they would have to submit a site plan subject to a review by city planners and 
P&Z.
Commissioners Ray Puri and Stephen Reichlin were absent from last night's meeting. 
 
This article was published on page A1 of the Friday, December 21, 2012 edition of The 
Columbia Daily Tribune. CLICK HERE to view the article from the Columbia Daily 
Tribune web page.
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