
"Antenna sends tower 
builder back to city - 
Height requires additional look."
 By ASHLEY JOST
Monday, November 18, 2013 at 2:00 pm 

 St. Charles Tower Inc. is going back to the
 drawing board to get approval for a 15-foot
 addition to the 140-foot cell tower the Board of 
Adjustment approved last week.  The Board of Adjustment ruled the pole was 
improperly described to the city as a 140-foot pole and that it was unclear that the 
height did not include the attachments necessary for the emergency communications 
addition.
 During the Board of Adjustment meeting last week, representatives from St. Charles 
Tower asked for a change that would limit their request to the initial 140-foot monopole 
in hopes of coming back as early as next month to request the additional 911 antenna.
    Chris Puricelli, the St. Charles Tower project director, said it is "relatively common" to 
have issues with zoning and for approval to not go as planned the first time around. He 
said this is the company's fourth or fifth tower in the Columbia area, and it has 
experience dealing with the city. The clarity issue in describing the current project was a 
mistake, he said.
       In the meantime, the company intends to start leasing the pole to cellular phone 
carriers for extra coverage in that part of the city.
 "There was definitely a need for more communication availability for Cosmo Park," 
Puricelli said. "People are there for tournaments and events over the weekend, and 
anyone who has been there knows their phone doesn't really work."
 Puricelli said the company leases the 911 antenna at no cost to the public, city or 
county, and in exchange the pole can be leased for commercial use, which is how his 
company makes a profit. "It's the best example of integration of private and public 
sectors working together," he said.  Dave Griggs, county fire district board chairman, 
said he thinks everyone wins with the deal. "The fire district covers all of Boone County, 
and parts of the county are more remote than others," Griggs said. "There are lots of 
hills and valleys. We have forever had challenges with communications at different 
times with radio reception. This would be a taller tower with new, modern equipment."
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